4

—— SEMINARY

THEOLOGICAL

How to Use the DTS Academic Style Guide: A Practical Guide

The Academic Style Guide (ASG) is not a book you need to memorize. It is a

reference tool to use while you write, revise, format, and cite your papers. The best way to use it

is to identify the kind of question you have, then go directly to the section that answers that

question.

Use the ASG when you need help with:

Go to this section of the ASG:

Academic tone, sentence clarity, grammar, punctuation,

numbers, and capitalization.

Section A: Effective Academic

Writing

Finding sources, using library databases, and beginning

research.

Section B: Research Philosophy

and Foundations

Avoiding plagiarism, quoting, paraphrasing, citing

Scripture, footnotes, and bibliography entries.

Section C: Avoiding Plagiarism

and Citing Sources

Understanding appropriate and inappropriate Al use.

Section D: Statement on the

Use of Artificial Intelligence

Title page, margins, spacing, footnotes, bibliography

format, paper template.

Section E: General Formatting

Writing a book review or a critical interaction paper. Section F
Writing a biblical argument paper. Section G

Writing a doctrinal synthesis paper. Section H
Writing a master’s thesis. Section I

List of abbreviations, capitalization, charts, tables, figures,

and key writing terms.

Section J: Appendices




Summary of Significant Citation Changes:
1. Publication location no longer required in citation.
2. The serial (Oxford) comma is required and introduces the last item in a series of three or
more items.
3. An en dash is required for continued numbers to indicate a range, including dates.
4. Provide additional information for readers to validate sources (e.g., adding “under, not

s.v., in Lexica footnote and URL for online sources in the bibliography entry).

Example of Significant Citation Changes:

Below are a few examples of changes with the DTS Academic Style Guide from the
previous citation guidelines. These entries reflect the footnote citation style with reference to the
ASG for additional information, with precise citation formatting examples, including
Bibliographic entries. See section C.5 “Citation Templates and Examples” in the ASG for an

exhaustive list of citations and proper formatting with accompanying explanations.

Book with a Single Author: (see Section C.5.2.1)

Previous: N: 'Michael Kibbe, From Topic to Thesis: A Guide to Theological Research (IVP
Academic, Downers Grove, 2016), 54.

ASG: N: '"Michael Kibbe, From Topic to Thesis: A Guide to Theological Research (IVP
Academic, 2016), 54.

Greek and Hebrew Lexica: (see Section C.5.8.1)

Previous: N: 'Walter Bauer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early

Christian Literature, rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker, 3rd ed. (University of Chicago Press,
2000), 863.

ASG: N: ' Walter Bauer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early
Christian Literature, rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker, 3rd ed. (University of Chicago Press,
2000), under “mpecPitng,” 863. Subsequent citations will use the abbreviation BDAG.



