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A Letter from the Editor
I joined a Facebook group called 

“What kind of snake? North 
Texas” shortly after moving to 
DFW five years ago. Church 
friends told me stories of rat-
tlesnakes curled up on their back 
decks, so I figured my technique 
with a shovel might need a little 
nurturing. To my surprise the 
administrators of the page ad-
monished “What kind of snake?” 
members not to kill the snakes 
they found in their yards—not 
even the poisonous ones. The 
viper lovers, instead, helped us 
understand the valuable service 
serpents provide—a rattler on 
the doormat meant fewer mice 

Written by:
Ethel Gould
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Student Council hosted Spring Fling as a luau with Hawaiian and Caribbean flavors and a vibrant atmosphere. 
Seminarians, known for their flexibility both in life and in games, competed to limbo their way under the lowest bar. 
After an incredible attempt from Josh Das, Dan Altaras won the contest, much to the delight of the children watching. 
Charissa Dasalla and Jalen Lee adjusted the limbo bar and cheered on the contestants.

in the garage. 

As a student, I set aside my tal-
ents with a shovel as other stu-
dents told me of their desires to 
serve God in poisonous spac-
es. I realized the limits of my 
imagination to create paths of 
peace and wholeness for those 
still suffering under the lies of 
the ancient serpent.

In this edition, the artists help 
us reimagine the good world God 
created—despite its dangers.  Dr. 
Glenn Kreider discusses with 
Eric Schrag the limits of class-
room instruction that an artist’s 

lyrics overcome. Through Tre’ 
Crume’s poem, “Photosympa-
thize,” we long for justice and 
receive comfort. And Nathan Fan 
invites us into God’s throne room 
alongside Isaiah. 

I’m grateful for these artists. Like 
the rattlesnake lovers, they help 
us delight in the world, even a 
world full of poisonous serpents, 
made by a Master Creator. 

Send us a letter; we want to hear 
what you think.
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“Grandma Bessie was in leader-
ship, even though she couldn’t 
read or write.” 

“According to most students, 
their rushed work has not 
affected their grades.”

“I wanted to create a feeling of 
awe by overwhelming the eye 
with a lot of little detail and a 
sense of mystery.”

“Your scars tell Negro Spirituals 
in my soul.”

“Singers can do things in a line 
or two that it takes me years and 
many pages to accomplish.”  
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“The place meant to be a safe 
haven wounded me, lacerating 
me when I was entrusted to its 
care.” 
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“I was the kid that went to school 
every day knowing I would have 
to fight somebody.” 

“Instead of providing a bigger 
car, God allowed the one we had 
to be stolen from us.”

“In increasing numbers, DTS 
students rely more and more on 
debt to pay for their education.” 

“When God opens a door like 
this, how can I say, ‘No I won’t 
go?’”

Keep the ThM Robust   
by Dr. George Hillman

“I’m continually impressed by 
the theological education DTS 
students receive—no matter 
the degree plan.” 
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in our church,” not hosting teas 
but leading Bible studies and 
influencing their husbands’ de-
cision-making. One of her aunts 
leads a traveling choir, and three 
other aunts are pastors. 

Before coming to DTS, Genta 
lived in Minnesota. Her pastor’s 
wife, Dedra Slack, a seminary 
student with the title of “minis-

It’s unsurprising that Genta 
Hayes studies ministry with 

women. The youngest of six  
living generations of women  
in the same home, Genta grew 
up surrounded by women  
in ministry. Genta was especial-
ly close to her roommate, her 
great-great-great grandmother, 
Bessie Davis. The first in her 
family born after the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, Bessie served 
as a midwife for her mother  
during the birth of Bessie’s 
younger brothers and sisters. 
Bessie had no formal education 
but “she knew the Word of God, 
and she taught me all about God,” 
Genta said. “Our rhythm was 
to wake up in the morning and 
talk with God. Then we would 
go throughout our day, and she 
would teach me stories in the 
Bible and the stories of women  
in our family.” At night Bessie 
and Genta would talk about all 
that God had done in their day. 
Family members often came  
to Bessie for prayer, and there 
was always “an open door and 
authority and reverence for her 
to speak” and offer guidance  
to the family. “Seeing her hon-
ored in leadership and to see 
how even the men yielded  

to her for wisdom and guidance 
and the respect she was given” 
made a big impression on Genta. 
“Grandma Bessie was in leader-
ship, even though she couldn’t 
read or write.”

“I never knew that [some peo-
ple believed] women could not 
lead in the church,” Genta said. 
“I grew up seeing women teach 

Continuing in Her 
Foremothers’ Ministry

Written by:
Alison Dellenbaugh

Genta comes from a family of story-tellers. When Genta was a child, her great 
grandmother Wanda read Bible stories to her every night before she tucked 
Genta into bed.

“Grandma Bessie was in leadership, even though she 
couldn’t read or write.” —Genta Hayes

PHOTO CREDIT: 
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Congratulations to Mark Pate 
(ThM, 2018), who won fifth place 
in the Cartoon category in the 
2019 Evangelical Press Asso-
ciation Higher Goals Awards. 
His cartoon, “There’s Just Some-
thing Special,” can be found in 
the Spring 2018 DTS Student 
Paper on our website.
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Alison Dellenbaugh, an MACL 
student, hopes to graduate  
in the fall of 2020. She and 
her husband, Mark, live  
in Arlington, Texas, and have 
three sons.

ter,” invited Genta to help design 
the youth ministry curriculum, 
and then to lead a vision-casting 
workshop. Invitations to design 
and teach new members’ curric-
ulum and lead women followed. 

Genta came to DTS to be bet-
ter equipped for ministry. She’d 
been warned she might not be  
encouraged in leadership here, 
but since she’s arrived, God 
has opened door after door. 
“Whether it’s been at DTS or the 
YMCA,” where she works, people  
frequently ask her to partner 
with them to lead or develop  

materials and programs. “Those 
words have been a consistent 
invitation in my life where the 
Lord has sent someone to say, 
‘Hey, would you lead?’ or ‘Would 
you help us lead?’”

A few years ago, Genta asked 
God to reveal His will for her 
life. She wrote her prayers out  
on a poster and hung it  
on her bedroom wall. Later,  
Genta’s great-grandmother,  
Wanda, asked Genta about her 
life and hopes. Wanda cried 
at Genta’s response. Genta  
explained, “When my mother 

was a young girl and pregnant—
they would pray over her and 
they would pray about the baby 
(who was Genta) that she carried, 
and the things I had just recited 
to her were the things that they 
had prayed.” Those eight prayers 
remind Genta of her childhood 
and her foremothers’ teachings: 
“This is what these women, my 
foremothers, have been pray-
ing for, and do not forget who I 
am in light of those prayers and  
in light of God’s Word.” 

PHOTO CREDIT: 
 ESTHER MEDINA

Alison Dellenbaugh, Leigh Ann Thompson, and Genta Hayes pray for each other during Spiritual Formation.

Genta recently painted the four generations of women who prayed for her 
before she was born. Her painting included herself as the baby in her mother’s 
arms.
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Dr. Barbara Neumann, a 
professor at DTS-Houston, 

beams as she speaks of men-
toring the next generation. “If 
a young woman wants to meet 
with me, I always say yes.”  Her 
chat with Silva, a young Syrian 
woman, brought them both a 
surprise.

Mentoring, the focus of Dr. Neu-
mann’s doctoral work at DTS, 
combined with a desire to equip 
leaders, and Silva’s question led 
to another yes. Dr. Neumann 
agreed to lead The Women’s 
Training Program, a global min-
istry to equip Middle Eastern 
and Northern African (MENA) 
women for leadership. The pro-
gram, sourced by DTS-Hous-
ton, in partnership with Ananias 
House (www.Ananaishouse.org), 
launched this spring.

In April of 2019, DTS-Houston 
faculty, alumni, and students 
began a five-year commitment 
to train MENA women in Beirut, 
Lebanon, as ministry leaders. 

Peggy Howard is a student at 
DTS-Houston in the MAMW 
program. She plans to graduate 
in 2022.

Making Time for Surprises Written by:
Peggy Howard

“When God opens a door like this, how can I say, ‘No. I won’t go?’” — Dr. Barbara 
Neumann

Dr. Barbara Neumann (right) and Silva Sherman finalize details for a Women’s Leadership Conference in Beirut, 
Lebanon.

Three times a year the team plans 
to host conferences focused on 
discipleship, trauma healing, 
leadership development, and 
economic skills. Formerly over-
looked as leadership candidates 
by those in their patriarchal soci-
eties, participants will return to 
their local churches as confident 
and capable leaders prepared to 
equip other women. 

Dr. Neumann also enlisted a 
prayer team, translators, content 
developers, and support staff.  An 
enormous task. But in the words 
of Dr. Neumann, “When God 
opens a door like this, how can 
I say, ‘No. I won’t go?’”  Though 
the project is Houston-based, Dr. 
Neumann invites all interested 
students to contact her. 

While others in her life-stage 
retire, she serves as assistant 
dean of students, advisor to 
women, and adjunct professor 
in Educational Ministries and 
Leadership. She regularly con-
nects with students outside of 

class and keeps pace with her 
eleven grandchildren. Dr. Neu-
mann often asks God, “Why, at 
this age, would you give me this 
much work?” Then she reflects, 
“He energizes me in these later 
years when I’m qualified to step 
in and do this work.” 

God has blessed Dr. Neumann 
with a full life. And since she 
always makes time for coffee with 
others, He keeps surprising her.

PHOTO CREDIT: 
 PEGGY HOWARD
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Isaiah
Nathan described his artwork: 

“It’s helpful that I want  
to be constantly drawing, and 
it’s helpful that I can do it, even 
during lectures, because it aids 
in attuning my attention. This 
is the scene from Isaiah 6 where 
Isaiah is taken up into the throne 

room of God. It has always been 
one of the most vivid scenes  
of scripture to me. As an artist, I 
had  fun taking on the challenges 
of visually creating something 
with such vivid and awesome 
descriptions: the seraphim,  
the smoke, the flaming coal from 

Nathan Fan studies the intersection of art and theology and how
they work together to show the grandeur and beauty of the living 
God. Heavily inspired by Byzantine iconography and Japanese 
brush style, Nathan works primarily with ink pens. He plans to 
graduate from DTS with a ThM in the spring of 2020.

the altar. I wanted to create a 
feeling of awe by overwhelming 
the eye with a lot of little detail 
and a sense of mystery. True  
to my DTS education, I based my 
drawing off a careful exegetical 
study of each detail found in the 
text.” 

Artwork by:
Nathan Fan
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Photosympathize Written by:
Tre’ Crume

“How Long?” I have longed be leaf in you
From time I’ve twigged with your darkness 

Your shadows follow you to sun rise
Yet, you Travail.

I embark on your journey as your brown skin illuminates mine
Your scars tell Negro Spirituals in my soul

Your cuts reveal rings of Legacy that breathe on
Fragrance lingers the Fragments of unheard screams

The Lost Boy wraps himself in your arms. Abiding through your branches.
You Sympathize through the tears. Through his tears.

His bark turns cold
Green Envy runs through his veins

Sap flows from his eyes
He never forgets what you went through

The noose around your neck
Forced to objectify the Savior

Your soul nurturing Tears
To Me, Your Leaves Whisper
“Just. a little while. longer.” 

Tre’ Crume, a ThM student, plans to graduate in the spring of 
2020. He has a passion for teaching, writing, and sports
ministry. Tre’ hopes to create a ministry to equip the next 
generation to serve God faithfully through the mind and body.

PHOTO CREDIT: 
 ESTHER MEDINA
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What’s On Your iPod?

An interview with Dr. 
Glenn Kreider, profes-

sor of Theological Studies, 
about the musician, Andrew 
Peterson.

Why has Andrew Peterson’s 
music been so influential 
for you?

His music has been a consistent 
source of encouragement and 
edification over many years. The 
primary reason his music has 
been influential to me is that I 
know him personally. This is not 
the case with other songwriters 
I respect, such as Bono or Jon 
Foreman. 

Knowing the context of the artist 
can be enlightening. For exam-
ple, when I first heard Peterson’s 
song “The Great Confession,” I 
thought “this is a great song.” 
But when I heard him share “the 
hand that led him home,” which 
described Rich Mullin’s influence 
on Andrew, the story breathed 
new life into the song. Knowing 
the songwriter has brought new 
meaning to the songs he wrote.

 I witnessed Andrew struggle 
to write his album, “The Burn-

Written by:
Eric Schrag

“Singers can do things in a line or two that it takes 
me years and many pages to accomplish.” —Dr. Glenn 
Kreider

ing Edge of Dawn.” Someone 
(Andrew) who struggled a year 
with depression was forced  
to put together ten tracks  
in a single month. Hearing 
his stories in his concerts and 
learning more over occasional 
meals has allowed me to more 
fully appreciate the genuineness  
of his lyrics. Not to say that every 
music needs a story and every 
story needs a song, because that 
is not how art works. However, 
my relationship helped me enter 
into those struggle-filled songs 

that Andrew once called his best 
album. 

How were you introduced 
to Andrew?

Many years ago, the radio played 
his song “Nothing to Say.” I lat-
er heard him in concert. Then 
one day the dean called me  
into his office and asked if I 
would be the faculty sponsor  
of an Andrew Peterson concert. 
As a part of this role, I was bless-
ed to spend some time with him 
after the show. We got burgers  
at the Angry Dog before heading 
to the airport. He impressed me 
two years later when he greeted 
me by name after a concert. I 
can tell Andrew genuinely cares 
for people. I know this because 
I’ve witnessed how the atten-
tion drains him, yet he continues  
to address people by name night 
after night—in my case, even two 
years later. 

How has his music enriched 
your life?

Album Artwork from Andrew Peterson’s The Burning Edge of Dawn.
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Eric Schrag plans to gradu-
ate in the spring of 2019 with 
a ThM. He enjoys reading 
and writing with his wife,  
Adrienne, who is studying for 
a Masters in Dance Research 
at Texas Women’s University. 
After he graduates, they plan 
to move to Carrollton, Texas.

I love songwriters because they 
create an experience. They can 
do things in a line or two that it 
takes me years and many pages 
to accomplish. Lyricists often 
catch things in the Bible that I 
miss. One example is “No More 
Faith.” When I heard the song, I 
thought it was wrong. I thought 
faith, hope, and love were all  
eternal. But then I returned to the 
passage in First Corinthians and 
realized that he was right, that 
faith and hope were not described 
as eternal. 

I am also encouraged by the 
way Andrew facilitates the work  
of others. Every year in Nash-
ville, he introduces a new artist 
through his “Behold the Lamb 
of God” tour. Last year, it was 
a bassist that few had known 
before, but Andrew’s communi-
ty-driven approach to art pro-
vided a platform. He consistent-
ly builds up fellow artists, like 
when he tells audiences that he 
thinks Andy Gullahorn is the 
best songwriter in Nashville or  
declares Ben Shive to be his  
favorite poet. It is a part of 
his ministry to encourage and  
promote those around him.

How has Peterson’s music 
helped you interact with oth-
ers? Why do you share it in 
your classes?

Music is a particularly effective 
pedagogical tool. I think whoever 

said, “artists change the world” 
was right, and I believe music 
is particularly effective at doing 
so. I don’t play music in class as 
something to do. I don’t play it 
as a demonstration. I play it as 
a source of theology. Not every-
one appreciates that perspective, 
not everyone understands it, not  
everyone is willing to consider it. 

There are non-music people who 
think music is a waste of time. 
There are people who won’t listen 
to anything outside their nar-
row taste. But more than any 
other artist I play, Andrew Pe-
terson has had the most impact 
on the largest group of people. 
There is a steady stream of peo-
ple who connect with Andrew’s 
music, which encourages me to  
continue to share it. His music 
helps people because it teaches 
them new things about God. 

His music even resonates 
cross-culturally. He connects to 
people around the world. For ex-
ample, I introduced his music to 
people in Hong Kong, and they 
liked it. I got to text him and say, 
“Hey, people are listening to your 
music on the other side of the 
world.” In other places I have 
traveled, people already knew 
about his music. This aspect of 
his music motivates me to con-
tinue sharing it with believers I 
meet wherever I meet them.

How has Peterson’s music 
helped you learn things 
about God or yourself?

I have a son who is a musician, 
who sees and hears the world 
differently. When he was growing 
up, I struggled to understand 
his drive to learn how to see the 
world in other ways than my more 
word-based, rational approach. 

I was taught that words were 
all that mattered, that form has  
to follow function, that the  

message is more important than 
the medium. My first extend-
ed conversation with Andrew  
involved asking him how he 
would encourage me to sup-
port my son in his art. He said, 
“whether or not you get what he’s 
doing, spend time listening to his 
music and what he does with the 
music.” I really appreciated that. 

My son plays more eclectic music 
than what I typically listen to, 
but it is good. Andrew helped me 
be more open to seeing what my 
son is doing with his approach. 
Artists see the world differently. 
Andrew is one of the few artists 
that consistently surprises me 
with things he sees about the 
world and even helped me recog-
nize how my son sees the world. 
Through his music and relation-
ships, Andrew is someone who 
brings people closer together as 
he brings them closer to the Lord. 

If you’d like to further explore 
the intersection between music 
and theology with Dr. Kreider, 
register for MW205 in the spring 
of 2020 and join him in Austin, 
Texas, at the SXSW conference.
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Palms shaking. Erratic Breath. 
Panic rises as I step through 

the door. I tug at my shirt and 
attempt to cover my nerves. Does 
it bleed through? Do others no-
tice? I ache for the days when I 
walked through the church doors 
with the full confidence of Jesus 
Christ. This was no longer my 
experience. 

The place meant to be a safe ha-
ven wounded me, lacerating me 
when I was entrusted to its care.

Unlike many hurt by the church, 
I find my faith in God remains 
steadfast. I know He orchestrat-
ed my escape from the verbally 
abusive pastor of my church and 
brought me to DTS for healing. 
But the more I discover others 
wounded by the church, the more 
I realize the rarity of my faith. 
When the church injures, the 
marred often walk away from 
God. Yet the body of Christ does 
little to bind up the wounds  
of our brothers and sisters who 
struggle with lingering pain.

I shared my story of verbal abuse 
with friends, family, and eventu-
ally, out of a desire to bring heal-
ing to the church where I worked, 
its leadership. Their responses 
were vast. Some people stood in 
disbelief: “A pastor could never 
have said those things,” and my 
experiences were pushed aside. 

Katie, an MAMW student, 
hopes to graduate in May 
2020. She loves the arts, spe-
cifically film, and how it en-
gages with theology. 

When the Church Wounds Written by:
Katie Downs

Others spread lies about my char-
acter to weaken my story. Their 
dishonesty further damaged the 
body. 

Phrases like: “Well, they’re hu-
man too,” “Can’t you just give 
them grace?” or “Pastors sin 
just like the rest of us,” stung 
worse than the lies of those who  
refused to believe me. These 
words came from the mouths  
of people I loved. Their words 
threw salt on a festering wound. 
They acknowledged the pain but 
responded with snakeoil rem-
edies. Making excuses for an 
abusive pastor, regardless of the 
victim’s connection to the church, 
never helps the body heal. How 
often do we respond to someone 
bleeding-out with a Band–aid 
solution? 

After I left the church, all I want-

“The place meant to be a safe haven wounded me, lacerat-
ing me when I was entrusted to its care.” –Katie Downs

ed was someone to sit beside me 
in the hurt—validate my pain—
hear my story. 

Eventually, a mentor lamented 
with me. He sat with me. He  
listened. He gave me permission 
to be. His listening allowed me to 
let go of the bitterness and work 
toward forgiveness. He gave me 
permission to grieve. In sorrow, 
I let go of hopelessness. Through 
lament, hope pulsed into my life 
again. I still hesitate at church 
doors. But, bit by bit, the wound is 
scarring over, leaving a beautiful 
design as God redeems this hurt 
and transforms it for His glory. 
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A Boy From The ’Hood Discovers 
Faith and Ministry Written by:

Seana Scott

Gabriel Sobarzo, a second- 
year ThM student, grew up 

in poverty, fought against gang 
life, and has experienced the pit-
falls of personal failure. We asked 
this church planter and worship 
leader to share with the DTS Stu-
dent Paper why he thinks ’hood 
life and personal mistakes helped 
prepare him for leading worship.

You became a believer in 
your early twenties and then 
decided to follow God with 
all your heart. How did you 
get started in vocational 
ministry, and what did you 
learn in those early years?

I was hired as a worship leader 
for Celebrate Recovery at Radi-
ant Church. The pastor’s assis-
tant, Adriana, became my first 
teacher and poured into me. I 
learned all the inner workings 
of a church—everything from 
worship planning to handling 
the books. 

I left to lead worship at New Be-
ginnings Church in Phoenix. The 
lead pastor resigned the week I 
arrived, and the whole church 
staff was new. It was crazy. But 
we just passionately followed 
Jesus, and what I’d learned  
at Recovery, I put to use at New 
Beginnings. The church grew 
from about 80 people to 1,200 
in three and a half years. 

Why did you leave New Be-
ginnings?

I become the victim of my own 
success. The church staff made 
youthful mistakes because we 
were all young and without older, 
wiser elders to guide and correct 
us when we needed it. Then I 

had a moral failure and left the 
ministry—I thought for good.

How did you get back into 
ministry?

My wife and I worked on our 
marriage and started attending 
Cross Point Christian Church in 
Glendale, Arizona. Tom Kopp, 
the pastor there and the clos-
est example to Jesus I’ve ever 
known, taught me about grace 
and mercy. After a season of res-
toration, I started out again lead-
ing worship at Cross Point and 
then God led me to Palm Valley 
Church in Good Year, Arizona. 

So, why plant a church in 
D.C.? 

My wife occasionally traveled 
to D.C. for work and asked me 
to come with her once. While 
we were there, I saw a line  
of people at a homeless shelter 
and just started crying for them. 
God broke my heart for the city. 
I never thought I’d be a church 
planter, but I also felt like it was 

“I was the kid that went to school every day knowing 
I would have to fight somebody.” –Gabriel Sobarzo 

The Sobarzo family were reunited after Robert returned home from 
deployment to Afghaniston: (left to right, back row) Robert, Kaylan, Gabriel, 
Jessica, Hunter, Téa, (front row) and Gabriella. 

the most reasonable thing to do. 
My biggest fear was telling my 
wife my crazy idea. But when I 
mentioned it, she said, “Sure. We 
should consider that.” So we did. 
My pastor, Greg Rohlinger, the 
founder of Palm Valley Church, 
spent time preparing me—it was 
amazing that he helped me so 
much. We got together a team, 
packed up, and moved to D.C. 

You spent most of your for-
mative years in a gang-sat-
urated town in Arizona. 
How did that environment 
prepare you for ministry?

Growing up ’hood taught me 
how to understand the streets. 
I was the kid that went to school 
every day knowing I would have  
to fight somebody, since I was 
seen as an enemy to all—because 
I refused to join a gang. Later, my 
experience helped me to feel at 
home on the streets in D.C. as I 
planted a church. I understood 
their upbringing. I even had  
to teach my teammates how  
to look at other people on the 
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I stared at the empty spot where 
I’d parked my ’93 oil-green 

Honda Accord. I couldn’t believe 
it. Who would steal a 25-year-
old-car with over 200,000 miles? 
As I watched my daughter cry be-
cause we were unable to take her  
to preschool, I considered all the 
ministry my family had used the 
car for over the past year. Why 
would God let someone steal a 
tool used for His glory?

Before coming to DTS, I plant-

Seana Scott, a Media Arts 
and Worship student, plans to 
graduate in 2021. Seana writes, 
speaks, and blogs for Chris-
tian women at SeanaScott.org. 
She’s written for CT Women, 
Fathom Magazine, Focus  
on the Family, and Heart 
Strong Faith. Seana lives  
in Pittsburgh with her husband 
and three young kids and she 
constantly daydreams about 
her next creative idea. 

street. Just a look can tell some-
one on the streets if you’re “cool” 
or if you want to fight. When 
planting a church, you don’t want 
people to think you are looking 
for a fight.

What is the biggest lesson 
you learned during the five 
years you served as a church 
planter? 

Obedience. Church planting was 
hard, but I had to obey God. The 
people I met at first immediately 
put labels on me: Right-Wing 
Conservative, Intolerant Ho-
mophobe, Pro-Life Gay-basher. 
We went from a church of 6,000 
people in Arizona to ten regular 
attendees for five years in D.C. 
We lived in financial hardship. 
But we just kept asking ourselves, 
“Are we going to be faithful?” And 
we kept saying, “Yes.”

How did DTS help you as a 
church planter?

My sermons were like Jell-o be-
fore DTS. Then hard questions 
started coming from the church 
members, and I didn’t know how 
to answer them. 

I found out DTS had a D.C. exten-
sion. Some of my favorite preach-
ers had graduated from DTS. I 
started taking classes and took 
detailed notes. My class time 
became my sermon study. It was 
awesome. 

Now that God led you out  
of the church plant and 
you’re back in Arizona lead-
ing worship again, how are 
your DTS studies impacting 
your ministry?

I’m using everything from my 
DTS classes in training and pre-
paring my worship team. We 
look at the words in the songs 
and talk about the theology be-
hind them. We know that we are 
discipling the congregation by 
what we sing, so we start with 
the scripture and theology our-
selves. We practice the music too, 
but DTS allows me to offer my 
worship team more than chords 
to play. I’m able to offer them and 
the church life-giving theology.

If you could encourage DTS 
students, what would you 
want to say?

Go be part of something that only 
God can do. That is when we re-
ally get to see God at work and 
learn what it means to depend  
on Him for our daily bread. And 
be obedient, no matter what.

Redeeming our Loss 
for His Glory

Written by:
Sundeep Malickal

“Instead of providing a bigger car, God allowed 
the one we had to be stolen from us.” –Sundeep 
Malickal

The Malickal family, pictured with their new minivan, have been given two 
vehicles since they moved to Texas. Their first car was stolen from the gated 
parking lot of Swiss Tower.    
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Sundeep Malickal, an interna-
tional student from Mumbai, 
Maharashtra State, India, is 
pursuing a ThM. Sundeep 
expects to graduate in the 
spring of 2021. He is married 
to Pranutha, and they have 
two daughters, Pauline and  
Abigail. Sundeep and Pranut-
ha hope to establish a school 
in India for church planters to 
the South Asian community.

ed churches in India. I came 
here to learn how to establish a 
church-planting school in India. 
My wife, Pranutha, and I soon re-
alized we needed a car to survive 
in Texas. While we were praying 
for this need, a generous person 
gifted us his car. We often drove 
international students from the 
University of Texas–Dallas,  
on errands and shared the gospel 
with them. We also picked up new 
students from the airport who 
arrived in the US for the first 
time. In the airport lounge, we’d 
stand with a cardboard sign to 
welcome students and take them  
to their destination. Since we 
were the first face they saw in 
the US, we developed relation-
ships with them. We also invit-
ed students to our church home 
group. Most of them respond-
ed positively, wondering why  
strangers would provide transpor-
tation. Still, we struggled at times  
to fit multiple people with their 
luggage into the Honda. Soon 
we prayed for a larger vehicle  
to expand our ministry.

We got a shock in December. In-
stead of providing a bigger car, 
God allowed the one we had to 
be stolen from us. Since the car 
had only liability insurance, we 
received no compensation for its 
theft. We prayed God would re-
cover it. We asked that He would 
at least provide transportation for 
the holidays. Little did we know 

that God had already set wheels 
in motion to answer our prayers.

Two weeks prior, the Lord placed 
a burden on a stranger’s (Tanya 
Bramblett) heart to help some-
one in need, but she didn’t know 
who. A friend suggested Tan-
ya enquire at DTS, but various 
circumstances delayed her. She 
finally emailed Pastor Joe Allen 
and asked if there was a student 
in need. The Honda was stolen 
the day before. Joe forwarded 
my details to her. After enquiring 
about our need, Tanya asked me 
to meet her at a used car deal-
ership. I caught a ride to the car 
lot. Tanya stood next to a Hon-
da Odyssey she’d bought for my 
family.

It was the exact car we’d asked 
God to provide for our ministry. 
We knew God would answer our 
prayers, but we never expected 
Him to do so in such a dramatic 
and timely manner. The school 
informed me a few days later that 
they approved the emergency aid 
I had applied for, which enabled 
me to pay for the maintenance 
work and buy insurance for the 
van. Of course, we chose full-cov-
erage this time.

With his new van, Sundeep picked up University of Texas, Dallas, students, 
Abhi and Saif. He drove the students, who are from India, to his home for a 
traditional South Indian meal. Pranutha, Sundeep’s wife, cooked appam (rice 
cakes) with beef stew and chicken biryani. The Malickal’s shared their faith 
with the students and Paul, a UTD graduate, during their time of fellowship 
(from left to right: Sundeep, Pranutha, Pauline, Abhi, Paul, and Saif).

After Tanya Bramblett purchased the Honda minivan, she posed for a photo 
with the used car dealer and handed the keys to Sundeep. 
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Debt Fee Service Written by:
Jimmy Cowan

Every semester for four years, 
my friend, a DTS alumna, 

had the same prayer. She prayed 
God would give her the financ-
es she needed to continue her  
education at DTS. As an interna-
tional student, she relied on the 
generosity of her home church  
to pay for school. During her time 
at DTS, tuition deadlines loomed 
and money rarely appeared  
early. She prayed and asked 
other students to join her in 
prayer that the financial support 
would arrive. Often she’d prepare  
for the day when the money 
wouldn’t come, and instead of 
heading to class, she’d have to 
return home.

US-born students have other 
options, unavailable to foreign 
students, to meet their financial 
needs while studying at DTS. 
Some work off-campus. Others 
work full-time jobs and study 
part-time. Many apply for stu-
dent loans. In growing numbers, 
DTS students rely on this third 
option. In the last year alone, 
the number of students taking 
on debt while at DTS has risen 
from 9.5 percent to 11.3 percent.

DTS offers only unsubsidized 
loans. This means that students 
can defer payments until after 
graduation, but deferral has a 
price. Interest accumulates at a 
rate of $1.86 per day for every 
$10,000 of debt. A $10,000 loan 
on day one at DTS will cost a 
student $13,021 four years lat-
er. A three-hour class now costs 
$2,156. Across the US, the typical 
graduate student finishes a de-
gree with an additional $57,600 
in debt. Repayment works out 
to $777 each month for the next 
ten years. 

God calls students to serve Him. 

 “In increasing numbers, DTS students rely more and 
more on debt to pay for their education.” —Jimmy 
Cowan 

Jimmy Cowan plans to grad-
uate with a ThM in the spring 
of 2019. He serves as lead web 
developer for DTS. Jimmy en-
joys barbecue, fire pits, and 
reading.

And they come to DTS for train-
ing to answer that call. Jesus 
said, “No one can serve two mas-
ters” (Matt 6:24, ESV). Prov-
erbs says, “The borrower is the 
slave to the lender” (Prov 22:7, 
ESV). After graduation, if God 
were to provide a student with a 
$50,000 job, and he or she have 
debt, the salary will decrease 
to $38,500. But let’s be honest, 
$50,000 is generous for an en-
try-level, ministry salary. How 
low can that salary dip before 
students’ debt payments force 
them to tell God, “No?” When 
financial debt directs a student’s 
choices, rather than God’s call, 
then debt becomes their master. 
Debt harms a student’s ability to 
say, “Here I am. Send me.” (Is. 
6:8 ESV).

My international friend spent her 
four years of seminary relying on 
God’s provision. She returned 
home ready to serve God free of 
other obligations. When tuition 

time comes, students should give 
up their time or their sleep. But 
let’s not sacrifice our ministry  
tomorrow for our education  
today.

The interest, in orange, represents the cost of a student loan over time. The 
money borrowed by a student, in green, is paid off last. At the beginning of a 
student’s debt payment, a large portion goes only to paying off interest.
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“According to most students, their rushed work has 
not affected their grades.” —Justin PolluckThe Dallas master of theolo-

gy (ThM) is a hybrid degree 
combining the standard three-
year master of divinity (MDiv) 
and the ThM, a one-year cap-
stone degree at most seminaries. 
The Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS), the seminary’s 
accrediting agency, requires only 
72 hours for the MDiv and 24 
hours for the ThM—a combined 
96 hours of coursework for a hy-
brid degree. Yet the Dallas ThM 
requires 120 hours of course-
work. DTS markets the ThM 
as a four-year degree, but most 
students take five or six years to 
finish. I offer three reasons the 
Dallas Seminary administration 
should reduce the hours of their 
flagship degree.

Trends in Theological Ed-
ucation

Theological education trends 
shorter every year. While the 
MDiv portion of the Dallas ThM 
represents 96 hours, Southwest-
ern Seminary recently reduced 
the length of their flagship de-
gree, the MDiv, to 81 hours. They 
join several other schools in the 
direction toward a shorter de-
gree, such as Midwestern Sem-
inary (81), Talbot Seminary (79), 
and Fuller Seminary (80). Other 
schools who have a longer MDiv, 
such as Southern Seminary (96), 
have developed accelerated pro-
grams where a student can earn 
a bachelors (BA) and an MDiv in 
five years. 

Realistic Expectations

According to ATS, students now 
enter seminary at an older age 
than ever before. In 2003, stu-
dents aged 22–24 represented 
22 percent of MDiv enrollment 
at all ATS schools. In 2017, they 
represented only 14 percent of 

Justin Pollock, a Birming-
ham, Alabama, native, local 
worship leader, student pas-
tor, and ThM student plans  
to graduate in 2021. He’s  
married to Stephanie, and they 
have a little girl, Evie. 

Written by:
Justin Polluck

enrollment. In 2003, students 
aged 40–64 represented less 
than one percent of MDiv en-
rollment. In 2017, the older demo-
graphic represented 29 percent 
of enrollment. An older student 
body means students need high-
er incomes to support families. 
Demands for higher income ne-
cessitate more time for work and 
family and less time for school.

Academic Strength

Something has to give when a 
30-year-old enters seminary with 
a spouse and two children and is 
still expected to take 12 hours a 
semester in order to graduate in 
a reasonable time. Something 
already has given—the academic 
integrity of DTS. That 30-year-
old seminarian has less time 
to put into their 12-hour work-
load than the 23-year-old did 
in 2003. Yet, according to most 
students, their rushed work has 
not affected their grades. Stu-
dents often remark about high 
grades for knowingly mediocre 
papers.* Have grading standards 
been lowered to maintain the 
120 hour ThM? Those mediocre 
papers with high scores cause 

many students to wonder if a 
better solution involves fewer 
required academic hours, rath-
er than poorer academic work, 
to remedy the burdensome de-
mands of the ThM. 

*Statistics revealing former and 
current DTS student GPAs were 
unavailable to support this con-
clusion. A  random sampling of 
students was taken by the author.

Shorten the ThM

PHOTO CREDIT: 
 ESTHER MEDINA

Millennials, Gen X’ers, and Baby Boomers learn elbow to elbow at DTS. 
Pictured left to right: Steve Selke, Don Butterworth, Emily Bradberry, Justin 
Pollock, and Dr. Sandra Glahn.
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“As someone who personally has an MDiv and not a 
ThM, I’m continually impressed by the theological 
education DTS students receive—no matter the degree 
plan.” —Dr. George Hillman

In response to Justin Pollocks’s 
article, Dr. George Hillman, 

Dean of Students, wrote the fol-
lowing:

Thanks, Justin for writing Short-
en the ThM. I too want to see a 
robust ThM that is not a waste of 
time or out of reach for students. 
Your article brings up many rele-
vant points. Not only is the trend 
in theological education toward 
an older student population and 
a shorter degree, as you stated, 
but the world of theological ed-
ucation is also more global than 
it has ever been. Theological ed-
ucation is growing overseas as 
much as it is in the United States. 
While we as a seminary continue 
to experience record enrollment 
through the Lord’s grace, this is 
not a time to become complacent. 
The Lord is on the move, and DTS 
needs to be responsive.

Before I talk about the ThM, I 
want to briefly discuss the vari-
ous MA degrees that DTS offers. 
All of the students who enroll 
with DTS’s MA degrees take the 
same Bible Exposition and Sys-
tematic Theology classes as the 
students in our ThM program. In 
fact, our MA degrees take more 
Bible and theology classes than 
many MDiv programs mentioned 
in the article. The richness of our 
core curriculum is truly what 
makes DTS unique, going all the 
way back to Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer’s vision for a seminary 
where the study of the entire Bi-
ble was foundational. One of our 
MA degrees may be the perfect 
fit, instead of the ThM, for some 
of our students. Our MA degrees 
are not “second class” degrees. 
They are just as robust in Bible 
and theology as our ThM. We 
have students serving in minis-
try around the world after they 

Written by:
Dr. George Hillman

have graduated with one of our 
MA degrees.

As for the ThM degree, we tried 
to respond to its length and cost 
with several initiatives over the 
last couple of years. We created 
an Accelerated Advanced Stand-
ing (AS) program for Dallas 
campus students. Through Ad-
vanced Standing, ThM students 
can reduce their program by 30 
credit hours; MA students can 
also reduce their program by 15 
credit hours. This option alone 
can reduce the ThM to 90 hours. 
Students who do not qualify for 
AS can still apply for a course-by-
course reduction of their program 
based on passing assessment ex-
ams for that particular class. We 
never want a student to have to 
pay for a needless class if that 
student can demonstrate com-
petency in a particular subject 
matter.

Dallas Seminary also continues 
to aggressively offer scholarships 
to ease the financial burden. 
Donors make over four million 
dollars in scholarships available 
each year. Our “Last Year Free” 
scholarship covers the financial 
cost of the last 24 credit hours of 
a student’s ThM. We are happy 
to report over 85 percent of DTS 
students graduate without taking 
on additional educational debt. 
As discussed in another article 
in this issue by Jimmy Cowan, 
no one at DTS wants a student 
to graduate from seminary with 
debt.

Another way to address cost is 
to bring theological education 

to students where they live and 
minister to others. Instead of 
students moving to Dallas for 
four years, DTS continues to 
make our degrees—including 
the ThM—available to students 
around the world. We have stu-
dents completing the ThM in 
Houston and Washington DC, 
without relocating to Dallas. We 
now offer our Greek and Hebrew 
classes online and we are experi-
menting with offering preaching 
classes through remote video. 
Our online learning platform and 
remote video courses truly set the 
standard for all other seminaries. 
DTS also continues to monitor 
the locations of online students 
so we can offer hybrid classes 
where clusters of students live 
and do ministry. Add our online 
presence to our thriving Chinese 
and Spanish program, and DTS 
truly does have a global presence.

Our ThM degree is truly unique 
in the world of theological ed-
ucation. DTS believes our in-
tegrated ThM program offers 
deeper ministry preparation 
than a standard 3-year MDiv 
program. As someone who per-
sonally has an MDiv and not a 
ThM, I’m continually impressed 
by the theological education DTS 
students receive—no matter the 
degree plan. I had only six hours 
of systematic theology, twelve 
hours of English Bible, and one 
required preaching class. I would 
put our MA students up against 
any other seminary’s MDiv stu-
dent, any day of the week.

As a seminary, we are unapolo-
getic about our ThM degree and 

Keep the ThM Robust
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stand behind it as our “flagship” 
degree. While other seminar-
ies have experienced shrinking 
enrollment and have tried to 
attract students by marketing 
shorter degrees, the Lord has 
shown unmerited grace to DTS 
with record enrollment. Now, can 
we do a better job in the delivery 
of the ThM? Of course we can. 
We want students to have the 
absolute best educational (and 
spiritually transformational) 
experience possible. If you have 
ideas of how to improve the ThM 
program, please don’t hesitate to 
email me at ghillman@dts.edu.

Dr. George M. Hillman Jr. 
serves as the Vice President for 
Student Life, Dean of Students, 
and Professor of Educational 
Ministries and Leadership at 
DTS. With years of pastoral 
experience in churches and 
parachurch organizations, Dr. 
Hillman has a passion for ed-
ucation, spiritual formation, 
and leadership development. 
He is a rabid college football 
fan and loves good barbeque.


